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My Beloved faithful of Mar Yosip Parish,
Our fellow Assyrians and festival guests,
Greetings in the name of Christ our Lord and God,

Shlama-Lokhon (peace be with you). It is with great pleasure that, as the parish priest of Mar Yosip Parish of
the Assyrian Church of the East, welcome you to the 26th Annual Assyrian Food Festival. Our festival began
many years ago, to share among ourselves and with our San Jose community, the truest of Assyrian culture,
food, music, and dancing, and has become one of the premier Food Festivals in the Bay Area.
Today, this event is a thriving demonstration of our Assyrian pride stemming from the hard work of the faithful
members of Mar Yosip Parish. Many members begin making preparations for our Festival each year in
February. These preparations include many days and countless hours of meetings, food preparation and
setting up to ensure that this year’s festival is a success. Our wish is for you to enjoy the real Assyrian
experience.
Very warm congratulations to the Festival Organizing Committee under Mr. Alex Alexander and the Parish
Motwa. In particular, I thank our Youth Association, the Daughters of the Church, and all the volunteers. May
the Lord richly bless you and abundantly reward you. Amen.
Blessings,

Fr. Lawrance Namato
Parish Priest

B’shayna teyatoun – Welcome,
On behalf of the Mar Yosip, I would like to welcome you to the 26th Annual Assyrian
Food Festival. It is amazing to think what started as a small outdoor picnic has
blossomed into the largest Assyrian Festival in the United States. We are proud to host
this event to showcase our rich culture, authentic food, and traditional music and
folklore dancing to the local community.
Last year, thousands of our closest friends and neighbors joined in the weekend long
festivities and one very lucky attendee won our grand prize and walked away- actually
drove away with “A Brand-New Car”. We had so much fun giving away a car, we
decided to do it again this year. Make sure to get your $10 raffle, we may be calling
your name.
Putting together an event of this size takes a lot of work, effort, and months of planning and it is all worth the
outcome of sharing everything that is Assyrian with you. The festival is a family friendly event, come early and stay
late and rest assured you are in a safe and inviting environment.
Assyrians are the indigenous Christians of modern Iraq, Syria and neighboring countries. The past decade has
been a trying time for Assyrians and Christians in the Middle East and many have been forcibly displaced from
their homes. Majority of Assyrians now call Europe, Australia, Canada and United States their home. It is our goal
to inform the world of our existence and plight and help Assyrians maintain roots in their home land.
The Assyrian Church of the East Relief Foundation (ACERO)is a non-profit organization helping Assyrians and
Christians in war-torn regions. A portion of the proceeds from the festival go to help the needy Assyrians of Iraq,
Syria, and other parts of the Middle East. You are encouraged to visit our website and if inclined, please donate to
this worthy cause. While the evil forces (ISIS) that caused the chaos and devastation have been marginalized the
past two years, the Assyrians of Iraq and Syria sill struggle to put their lives back together. It is our goal to lend
them a helping hand and improve their situation. While this event is only two days, you can help anytime by
visiting ACERO (www.theacero.org).
It has been an honor and pleasure serving as the chairman of the festival. I thank Bishop Mar Awa Royal and
Rev. Lawrence Namato for allowing me this opportunity. I would also like to extend a “Big Thanks” to every
volunteer that generously donated countless hours to make this event possible. It is only by the generosity of our
volunteers that we are able to make this event happen.
Thank you for attending our event and we look forward to seeing you next year.
Mapsimetoun - Enjoy,
Alex Alexander

The Patriarchal Insignia

The Catholicos-Patriarch of Seleucia-Ctesiphon is the supreme and universal head of the Holy Apostolic Catholic
Assyrian Church of the East, also known down thru history as the ‘Church of the East’, the ‘Nestorian Church’ and
the ‘Church of Persia’. The primatial see of this most ancient Church is the twin-city Persian royal capital SeleuciaCtesiphon, modern-day Salman Pak near Baghdad.
The Patriarch of the Assyrian Church is the successor of the blessed apostles St. Peter, who wrote his epistle from
Babylon (cf. I Peter 5:13).
St. Thomas, who traveled as far as India through Persia, and
Ss. Addai and Mari who discipled the ancient Assyrian vassal kingdom of Edessa. It was St. Mari who arrived at
Seleucia-Ctesiphon around the year 80 A.D. and founded some 300 convents and churches, and who was later laid
to rest at the church he founded in Deir Qoni.
The patriarchal insignia is laid against the background of the rising sun, which denotes the East – the birthplace of
Christianity. The mountains and two rivers indicate the remains of the ancient Assyria and the rivers, Tigris and
Euphrates, which watered the Garden of Eden. The open book is the Gospel which the missionaries of this most
ancient Church preached as far as China in 635 A.D.

The ancient Aramaic inscription translates ‘Our Lord is Risen’, which embodies the summary of the whole of the
Gospel message. The pastoral staff symbolizes the fact that the Catholics-Patriarch is the supreme pastor of the
Church of the East, and the two keys surmounting the Cross recall the spiritual authority of binding and loosing
given by Our Lord to St. Peter (cf. Matthew 16:19).
The distinctive Cross on the patriarchal insignia is a replica of the Cross incised on the ‘Nestorian Monument of
China’, fashioned in the year 781 A.D., which commemorated the centenary of the mission of the Church of the
East to that country. The triple-pointed crown at the very top of the Cross denotes the three Qnome of the Blessed
Trinity. The nine circles represent the nine orders of the priesthood: reader, sub-deacon, deacon, priest,
cor-bishop, archdeacon, bishop, metropolitan and patriarch. The Aramaic inscription in the middle of the Cross is
the ‘Yod-Heh’, which is the biblical representation of the unpronounceable name of God.

The Assyrian Flag

The Assyrian flag is designed with a white background on which three waving stripes emerge from each corner of a
center design, in the shape of a four headed star. At its center, the star encompasses a golden circle representing
Shamash the Assyrian sun-god who was believed to give life to all things on earth. The four wedges of the star are a
bright blue color and represent happiness and tranquility.
The waving stripes emerge from the four joints of the star and stretch to the four corners of the flag. The Stripes
symbolize the three major rivers flowing through the land of Assyria. The mighty Euphrates, represented in blue,
denotes abundance. The great Zab, in white, portrays peace, and in red, the mighty Tigris represents the Assyrian
national pride. Symbolizing the dispersion of the Assyrian people to the four corners of the world, the manner in
which these stripes emerge from the star also symbolically portrays the eventual return of the Assyrians to their
ancestral homeland which is represented by the center of the star.
Hovering over the star and the emblem of Shamash, there is a representation of the image of God Ashur, the
ancient Assyrian supreme deity. The emblem of Ashur features the deity standing in a circle with two eagle wings
spanning and over stretching its length on two sides. Ashur has drawn a bow and his arrow is ready to fly. This
emblem is in the same shape and color scheme of the original ceramic work preserved in the British Museum in
London.
In 1968, a serious effort was undertaken to address the need for the Assyrian nation to have its own official
national flag. To realize this dream, it was decided to appeal to various Assyrian artists and knowledgeable people,
for the purpose of soliciting ideas and layouts on this important national task. Layouts and suggestions were
collected from across the world in order to be presented for approval.

This worldwide effort netted a large number of designs which were duly received and noted. Following meticulous
consideration, a decision was reached in favor of one particular design which best captured the Assyrian essence
from the past and the present. The design was created by a well-known Assyrian artist, Mr. George Bit Atanus of
Tehran, Iran and was approved in the year 1974.
The main reason for the approval of this flag was that the artist had not merely presented his own views. Rather,
he had brilliantly blended ancient Assyrian designs representing the former glory of the Assyrian empire, to create
an attractive fusion between the past and the present. In this way, the artist had succeeded to bridge the gap
between a glorious Assyrian past and the present day struggles and ambitions of the Assyrian nation.

Introducing the Assyrians
By Gareth Brereton, Curator: Ancient Mesopotamia | PUBLISHED BY THE BRITISH MUSEUM, JUNE 19, 2018

Where and when was ‘Assyria’?
The mighty Assyrian empire began as the small city-state of Ashur in what is now the north-eastern region of Iraq. It first
asserted control over a large area in the 14th century BC, but by the 12th century BC it had collapsed.
During the 10th and 9th centuries BC, Assyria gradually
recovered, reclaiming lost lands, and campaigning in new ones.
By the 7th century BC, the last great Assyrian king,
Ashurbanipal, ruled over a geographically and culturally diverse
empire, shaping the lives of peoples from the eastern
Mediterranean to western Iran. When people talk of ‘Assyria’,
it generally means the time of its great flourishing between the
9th and 7th centuries BC, sometimes referred to today as the
‘Neo-Assyrian empire’.

Living in luxury
The kings of the Neo-Assyrian empire built on a lavish scale.
They ruled from their capital cities at Ashur, Nimrud,
Khorsabad and Nineveh. When a king decided to move his
capital or to simply rebuild it, they made sure it was bigger and
better than what came before.

Map of the Assyrian empire at its greatest extent during the reign of Ashurbanipal
(668 BC to c. 627 BC)

Nineveh was transformed by King Sennacherib (reigned 705–681 BC) into a metropolis
whose size and splendour would astonish the ancient world. It covered 7 square
kilometres and its palaces and temples were adorned with colossal sculptures and
brilliantly carved reliefs. An intricate system of canals and aqueducts watered the king’s
pleasure gardens and game parks. Sennacherib’s grand residence, the ‘Palace Without
Rival’, was built ‘to be an object of wonder for all the people’. Visitors entered the
palace through massive gateways flanked by colossal human-headed winged bulls
(called lamassu) that protected the king from dangerous supernatural forces.
Sennacherib’s grandson Ashurbanipal ruled from this palace for most of his reign (668–
631 BC), before moving to a new royal residence at Nineveh. His ‘North Palace’ was
decorated with reliefs painted in vivid colors that glorified his rule and achievements.

Supreme power

Sculpture of a winged bull (lamassu) from the
Assyrian city of Nimrud. 865 – 860 BC. Similar
sculptures would have flanked the entrance to
King Sennacherib’s palace in Nineveh.

The king’s power was absolute, assigned through the divine will of the Assyrian deity Ashur. For the Assyrians, the
heartland of the empire, with its magnificent cities, was the perfect vision of civilized order. Foreign lands were thought
to be full of chaos and disorder. As the earthly
representative of the gods, it was the king’s duty to
create order in the world by conquering foreign
lands and absorbing them into Assyria. As the
shepherd of his people, the king also protected
Assyria from foreign enemies or wild animals. The
most dangerous animal in Assyria was the lion,
which came to symbolize all that was wild and
chaotic in the world. Assyrian kings proved they
were worthy by hunting these fearsome beasts.
The royal hunt was a drama-filled public spectacle
staged at game parks near the cities. Lion hunting
was represented in Assyrian art, most famously in
the reliefs from king Ashurbanipal’s palace.
Relief depicting Ashurbanipal hunting a lion. 645 – 635 BC.

Military might
Assyria’s rapid expansion was achieved through force. By the
mid-8th century BC, Assyrian kings commanded a professional
standing army with chariots, cavalry and infantry. This massive
army was supplemented by the king’s personal bodyguard of
elite troops. The army grew as it absorbed members of
defeated enemy armies, which gave rise to a multicultural
military force drawn from all corners of the empire.
The Assyrians preferred to mount surprise attacks against an
inferior force to guarantee an easy victory. Large fortified cities
with multiple moats, walls and towers could take years to
capture. A city’s fortifications could be breached using siege
engines, battering rams and sappers. To avoid heavy casualties,
the Assyrian army would blockade a city with siege forts to cut
off its supplies, reinforcements, and any means of escape.

Relief depicting the siege of an Egyptian fort. 645 – 635 BC

Military conquest was followed by the extraction of
wealth through plunder, tribute payments, taxation – and
even people. Entire populations from defeated kingdoms
were forcibly deported and resettled elsewhere within the
empire. Deportees could be exploited – conscripted into
the army, made to populate newly established cities, and
resettled in underdeveloped provinces to work the land.
The most valued – elite families, specialist craftsmen and
scholars – were settled and put to work in the major
cities. Here they could support public works, produce
luxury goods, and generate knowledge for the benefit of
the empire.
Relief showing the looting of the Elamite city of Hamanu. c. 645 – 635 BC.

Divine punishment
As the earthly representative of the gods, it was the king’s duty to punish Assyria’s enemies. Captured enemy leaders
and rebels were displayed alongside the spoils of war and publicly humiliated in triumphal parades. Some were forced to
wear the heads of their accomplices around their necks, others were chained to the gates of the city like dogs, or hitched
up to the king’s chariot like horses. The message was simple – mess with Assyria and you will face the consequences.
This kind of violence was thought to be a form of divine justice against those who had opposed the king and the gods.

Trusted eunuchs
Assyrian kings liked to present themselves as the sole protectors of the
empire. In reality, the empire was organized into a patchwork of provinces,
each supervised by a governor appointed by the king. The governors made
up a group of officials called the ‘Great Ones’, which formed the king’s
cabinet. The ‘Great Ones’ held considerable power, so much so that they
could even threaten the king’s rule.
Initially, these state positions were inherited, but their considerable wealth
and influence posed a threat to the king. To counter this, the Assyrians
devised an innovative scheme to ensure that positions of power were
awarded on merit and not through family ties. They appointed eunuchs to
positions of power because they could not father children and therefore
could not build dynasties of their own. Only the king could pass power down
family lines.
Relief depicting a eunuch. 710 – 705 BC.

A library fit for a king
Much of what we know about Assyrian history and culture is from
written records. Assyrians used the ancient writing technique of
cuneiform, which was first developed by the Sumerians around
3000 BC. Texts were written by pressing a reed pen into soft clay.
The characteristic wedge-shaped strokes give the writing its
modern name (cuneiform means simply ‘wedge-shaped’).
Cuneiform tablets were used to record everything from day-to-day
administration to science and literature.
King Ashurbanipal seems to have wanted a copy of every book
Fragment of a clay tablet with inscription in cuneiform, written for the library of
Ashurbanipal. 7th century BC.
worth having. His interest in books was not for entertainment.
They helped him communicate with the gods and learn what the future held. There were books about omens from
sacrifices, the heavens, and the earthly world. Alongside them were rituals and calendars, hymns and prayers, and
magic and medicine.

Royal mail
The empire’s unity depended on a reliable and efficient communications network.
To speed up the transfer of information, the empire was connected by an
innovative system of royal roads, along which express mail could travel. It only
took a few days for news to travel between the capital and the furthest reaches of
the empire. If a message was particularly sensitive, state letters would travel with
a trusted envoy across the entire distance to hand deliver the message.
Clay letter and envelope. 8th century BC.

Access to the royal mail service was only granted to the king’s most trusted
officials. Each wore a golden signet ring engraved with an image of the royal
seal – the Assyrian king slaying a ferocious lion. Letters sealed by these rings
carried royal authority and any instructions had to be obeyed. By delegating
royal power, the king could be in many places at once.

The end of an empire
Following the death of Ashurbanipal around 631 BC, it took just under 20
years for the empire to crumble. The Babylonians, under their leader
Nabopolassar, rebelled against Assyrian rule, causing chaos throughout the
land. Conditions under siege were dire, the populace stricken by disease and
famine. Parents were forced to sell their children to buy food. Gradually,
Nabopolassar won the upper hand and advanced into Assyria. A war of
independence became a fight for Assyria’s survival.

Clay seal showing an Assyrian king in combat with a lion. 715 BC.

Assyria was doomed when the Medes from western Iran, lead by Cyaxares, joined the assault by sacking the holy city of
Ashur. Nabopolassar and Cyaxares swore an alliance that was to seal Assyria’s fate. In 612 BC the two armies converged
on Nineveh. The greatest city in existence fell, its palaces and temples burnt to the ground, and the last Assyrian king to
reign from Nineveh, Sin-shar-ishkun, perished in the flames.

Assyria into legend
The fall of Assyria was an iconic event that was recorded in passages
of the Bible and by Greek and Roman writers. Accounts describe how
Assyria was punished for the moral depravity of its rulers, who
surrounded themselves with great riches and luxury. According to
classical sources, Assyria’s last king was so debauched that he caused
the empire’s complete destruction. Realizing that Nineveh was lost,
he erected an enormous pyre in the palace and consigned himself to
the flames along with his vast wealth, concubines and eunuchs.

John Martin, The Fall of Nineveh. Print, 1829

The negative image of Assyria was challenged by archaeological discoveries of the mid-nineteenth century, which
established Assyria as one of the great civilizations of the ancient world.

Assyria rediscovered
Although a number of travelers and explorers had
visited the Assyrian sites of Nimrud and Nineveh,
they weren’t excavated until the mid-19th century,
when a young British diplomat, Austen Henry Layard,
started work at Nimrud. Layard’s remarkable
discoveries at Nimrud included colossal winged bulls
and carved stone reliefs from the Assyrian palaces,
which attracted sponsorship from the British
Museum. Layard moved his team to the main mound
at Nineveh in 1847, where he discovered the ‘Palace
Without Rival’, king Sennacherib’s great royal
residence.
Arrangements were made with the Ottoman
government to have the Assyrian sculptures shipped
Frederick Charles Cooper. Drawing showing the winged bulls found by Layard at Nimrud.
to Britain. Due to the size of the sculptures, this
Watercolour on paper, mid-19th century.
proved to be some task. Firstly, the sculptures were
transported to the river Tigris, where they were loaded on rafts that sailed to the city of Basra in southern Iraq. From
here they were placed on a steamship and taken to Bombay in India, before sailing around Africa to England, where they
were finally transported to the British Museum.
Layard’s discoveries caused a media sensation and captured the public imagination. This had a major impact on painting
and applied arts, in the UK and beyond, during the second half of the nineteenth century, which led to a brief phase of
‘Assyrian revival’. The Assyrian sculptures at the British Museum largely remain today where they were first installed over
160 years ago.

Artist’s impression of a hall in an Assyrian palace from The Monuments of Nineveh by Sir Austen Henry Layard, 1853.

https://blog.britishmuseum.org/introducing-the-assyrians/

The Assyrian Alphabet

DALLAT

GAMMAL

BEET

ALLAP

KHEIT

ZEIN

WAW

HEE

LAMMAD

CAP

YOOD

TEIT

EI

SIMKAT

NOON

MEEM

REISH

QOPE

SADI

PEH

TAV

SHEEN

Assyrian is written from right to left. It is a
cursive script where some, but not all, letters
connect within a word. The alphabet consists
of 22 letters, all of which are consonants. The
vowel sounds are supplied either by the
reader's memory or by optional diacritic
marks.

The Lord’s Prayer
In Aramaic – The Language of Jesus Christ

Awon dwash’maya: nith qad’dash sh’makh: tete mal’kuthakh:
neh’hwe sew’ya’nakh: ay’kana dwash’maya ap b’a’arah: haw’lan
lakh’ma d’soon’qanan yaw’mana: wash’wooq’qlan khawbain ay’kana
dap’pkhnan shwaq’in lkhay’yawain: la ta’alan l’nis’yona: ila pas’an
min beesa: mil’tol d’di’lakh- he mal’kootha okhai’la o’tish’bukhta:
l’alam a’almen: Amen.
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done, as in Heaven, so on earth. Give us the bread of our
need this day, and forgive us our offences, as we have also forgiven
those who have offended us. And bring us not to trial, but deliver us
from the Evil One. For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the
glory for ever: Amen.

Relief Organization

Every day, thousands of Assyrians struggle to survive. The world’s first Christian nation faces yet
another genocide. They have been forced to flee from their homes for fear of mass executions,
bombings, Crucifixions, rapes, beheadings, and theft. They were given the ultimatum to Convert to
Islam, pay an exorbitant tax (Jizya), or die “by the sword”. They have no “safe haven” to turn to.
The Assyrian Church of the East Relief Organization (ACERO) is a non-profit organization,
EIN: 45-3121920, which donates 100% of all funds raised directly towards helping needy Christians in
their desperate time of need. The world has turned their backs on them. However, it is our duty to
bring this tragedy into the light, and let the world know of their suffering. We must support these
brothers and sisters in Christ, and assist them as much as possible. We must not let their sacrifices
and suffering to be in vain.
How Can You Help?
Your generous support will help ACERO to continue providing direct aid and relief to displaced
residents of Mosul and the surrounding Nineveh region. Every dollar will go directly towards helping
needy refugee Assyrians and assisting them to simply survive.
Now more than ever, show your support and concern by making an urgent contribution securely in
your preferred currency via our website.

www.theACERO.org
“Blessed be Assyria – the Work of My Hands.”
Isaiah 19:25
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Peter D. Kiryakos, D.D.S
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General Dentistry
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High Quality Dental Care for the Entire Family

Services Include:
Cosmetic Dentistry (Whitening, Veneers, Crowns, Laminates),
Jaw Pain, TMJ, Night Guards, Gum Treatment,
Oral Surgery / Extractions, Dentures / Partials,
Endodontics / Root Canal Therapy, Emergencies,
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Dr. Vilard Odishoo, DDS, FICOI
Almaden valley family and cosmetic dentistry

Welcome to our dental care office!
For the last 20 years, our mission has been to strive to improve the overall
health of our community as it pertains to our practice.
Through much dedication, this office has always been focused on providing
the utmost quality of dental care to the general population without
exception. Our commitment to our patients has always been our number
one goal. Thus, the office and its staff concentrate to provide a comfortable
and friendly environment in which every individual feels at ease.

Our Services
Our main goal is to make all your dental visits to our office anxiety free and as comfortable as possible.
Our services include:
Routine Oral Exams, Crowns, Bridges, Dentures, Dental Implants, Teeth Whitening, Root Canal Therapy,
Extractions, Treatment of Gum Disease, Sealants, Cosmetic Fillings, Porcelain Veneers, Cosmetic Bonding,
Children Dentistry and TMD Treatment

Insurance
We accept a variety of dental insurance carriers. Please contact our office and our staff will help determine
your dental benefit based on your insurance carrier. For quality care, just call our office or drop in to make
an appointment.

First Visit
During the first visit, we make sure to obtain important background information and give you time to get to
know Dr. Odishoo so we can better treat you. We make sure all suggested dental procedures will be
thoroughly discussed with you and all your questions are answered prior to the start of your treatment.

6529 Crown Blvd., Suite C
San Jose, CA 95120
www.drvilardodishoo.com

Phone: 408.927.0400
Fax: 408.927.0478
Email: frontdesk@drvilardodishoo.com

Ashur Motors we specializes in Pre Owned Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles and RVs. Our dealership was
established in 2014 and have been providing the cities of Orangevale, Citrus Heights, Modesto,
Sacramento and Roseville.
If you would like to come on down and test drive one of our great cars for sale, feel free to make an
appointment or just drop in for a commitment free test drive.

We are a family of a car enthusiast that
worked in auto industry and gathered
valuable experience. After years we finally
came together with our skills and
experience in Auto Mechanic, Service,
Sales, and Finance to create a business that
would serve our community and to provide
them with the best vehicle in the class.

Please check our online inventory for our
car availability, and if you don’t find what
you are looking for give us a call. We will
find you what you are looking for, and
we promise to beat any price. If your car
needs service, you can also stop by
Ashur Motors Service Department, we
are a one stop shop for all your
automotive needs.

License # 913356

BAZ SERVICE
REFRIGERATION, AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Repair – Service – Installation
Residential & Commercial
FAST – Friendly & Reliable, Affordable Repair Service
Call now to repair and troubleshoot a wide range of equipment

10% OFF when you mention this ad
*Expires 12/31/18

Edmon Sawa
408.267.2241
408.691.2296

4520 Hampshire Place
San Jose, CA 95136
BazService408@yahoo.com

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

DEBT COLLECTION DEFENSE
ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

Caroline Badalnejad
Attorney at Law

900 Lafayette Street #201-15
Santa Clara, CA 95050
Tel: 408.460.5312 | Fax: 408.709.2018
caroline@badallaw.com | badallaw.com

Caroline Badalnejad

ENVIRO CARPET CLEANING
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Save Now
WITH THESE SPECIAL OFFERS

Persian Rugs
Oriental Rugs
Area Rugs
Carpet Cleaning
Textile Grout Cleaning
Stain Removal
Upholstery Cleaning
Furniture Cleaning
Hardwood Floors Services
Water Damage Specialist
Powered Truck Mounted System

CALL: 408.893.5680
WALTERANHAR@YAHOO.COM

RUG WASHING

2.50

$

Per square feet
to wash all rugs.
Free pickup
Free delivery

*Exceptions may apply. Original Price: $3 per sqft

3 ROOMS + HALLWAY
$

95

Carpet cleaning
for 3 rooms and
1 hallway.

*Price dependent on size & condition

SAN JOSE'S PREMIER
HOOKAH LOUNGE
WITH INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR SEATING
SINGLE FLAVOR $12
MIX FLAVOR $15
GLASS HOOKAH $25+
KLOUD & TRADITIONAL
CLAY BLOWS AVAILABLE
CONTACT US FOR RESERVATIONS
OR UPCOMING EVENTS
4464 PEARL AVENUE
SAN JOSE 95136

408.622.4452
FUMEECAFE.COM

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
Need assistance with managing your parking? We can help you with this!
Morris & Sons Towing specializes in private property towing. We custom
make permit styles of your choice. We will also give you guidance and how
to properly implement permits and even tow cards for your community.

Sticker Permits

Hanger Permits

Tow Cards

THE BAY AREA’S PREMIER WEDDING VENUE
WEDDING RECEPTIONS, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS, QUINCEANERAS,
HOLIDAY, PRIVATE OR CORPORATE EVENTS,
SCHOOL FUNCTIONS, AND MORE…
680 MINNESOTA AVENUE
SAN JOSE, CA 95125

408.286.1050
INFO@STARLITEBANQUET.COM
WWW.STARLITEBANQUET.COM

SERVING THE
BAY AREA
FOR OVER
YEARS

25

THE ASSYRIAN ARTS INSTITUE PRESENTS

A Gala Evening of Global Art & Rhythms
Sunday August 26, 2018 5 - 9PM
Featuring the U.S. Debut of Australia’s
Worldbeat Stars

AZADOOTA
Delivering an Assyrian extravaganza of
percussive dance-rock worldbeat rhythms
Famous for promoting Assyrian language and culture to mainstream audiences, Azadoota, the Assyrian-Australian band,
makes its U.S. debut at the AAI gala. The band will perform the characteristic rhythms of Assyrian folk music in contemporary
arrangements to draw the audience in with theatrical musicality. Performing in the colorful costumes of ancient royal
Assyrians, Azadoota entertains and inspires curiosity about Assyrian heritage, musical history, and cultural continuity

WITH ART CURATED BY THE ARTIST

Nahrin Malki
B

Nahrin Malki is considered one of the most important Assyrian artists, and her paintings were
chosen to represent Netherland’s modern art in Poland at Galeria Miejska Arsenal. Her art has been
described as engaging, intelligent, and technical; a perfect balance, which is the essence of highly
qualified art. At the AAI gala, Nahrin will curate her artwork to show fragments of Assyrian stories,
symbols and figures vaguely recognizable as human beings – all in order to show how the human
rights of Assyrians have been dismissed.

SPECIAL KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Professor Layna Chianakas
Professor Layna Chianakas is AAI’s Artistic Director for Performing Arts and a Mezzo-Soprano opera singer,
voice instructor, and stage director who has been hailed for her “vocal talents which are matched by her
poignancy as an actress”. She recently made her Carnegie Hall debut, singing as a soloist.

Join us for a truly unique night
of art, music, food, drinks and
socializing.

Tickets $75

To Purchase Tickets
Online: https://aai-global-art-rhythms.brownpapertickets.com
Phone: Roshel Aghassi 916.770.54.17
Email: aghassi.roshel@gmail.com

TAKING PLACE AT THE

Historic Morgan Estate
12335 Stonebrook Court
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
AAA is a non-profit 501c3 public charity and your donations are tax deductible (AAI’s EIN #: 81-4638366)

“A New Generation of Assyrian Media”
"Shamiram Media's purpose is to empower Assyrians
and to preserve our Assyrian identity, particularly, in
diaspora, as an independent and unaffiliated Assyrian
media platform. Our focus is to elevate each and every
Assyrian individually and collectively. We will continue
to lead by example and differentiate ourselves, with
respect for our community and with focus on growing
our educational and cultural programming.”
Maryam Shamalta, Founder
Shamiram Media, LLC

www.shamirammedia.com
info@shamirammedia.com

Steak | Pasta | Seafood | Chicken
Salads | Soups | Full Bar | Eat In | Take Out
25 Years of Experience by Master Chef Tom Jillo
25 Years of Serving the Valley’s Best Italian Food in Los Gatos
Only Ice Bar in Silicon Valley!

51 N. Santa Cruz Avenue
Los Gatos, CA 95030

408.354.8788
Come In & Join Us!!
Receive 20% off by mentioning this Ad

Nami-No
Restaurant & Catering
Bay Area & Central Valley’s Preferred Caterer

Edward 209.535.3414
2545 Geer Road, Turlock, CA 95382
209.632.6611

INTERNATIONAL FOOD BAZAAR
We carry a large selection of Middle Easter products & specialties

“Congratulations on the 26th
Annual Assyrian Food Festival.
Best wishes for a great festival!”
Edward Atoule & Sam Atoule

Family Owned Wholesale & Retail Since 1979

intlfoodbazaar.com
Fresh Produce | In-house Butcher | Middle Eastern & European Grocery

408.559.3397
2052 Curtner Ave @ Union Ave
San Jose, CA 95124

INTERNATIONAL FOOD BAZAAR
Middle Eastern & European Grocery | Family Owned Since 1979

Fresh locally grown produce
Full service in house butcher
Daily baked breads

408.559.3397
2052 Curtner Ave @ Union Ave
San Jose, CA 95124

Bulk dried rice and beans
To-go kabobs and catering
Olive bar and deli

Mediterranean
Deli & Grocery
Deli Sandwiches
Complete Line of
Houseware Products and
all of your Grocery Needs
Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 8:00pm
Sunday
10:00am - 5:00pm

4644 Meridian Avenue
San Jose CA 95124

408.979.0634
setarehmarket@yahoo.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Anokeen Varani
®

Realtor

DRE #: 02043616

Mobile: 209-648-8006
Office: 209-668-2525 | Fax: 209-668-4488
anokeen@gmail.com
www.AnokeenVarani.EXITHOME.com

600 E. Main Street Suite 300 | Turlock, CA 95380

BLUESTAR CONSTRUCTION
One stop shop with an experienced engineer
for all your design, permit, and construction needs

Cyrus Morad
Director of Engineering & Construction

License # 756072

707-580- 3001
cyrusmorad@comcast.net

T K Electric
Residential
Commercial

Tami Kivakiyour
CA License # 978176

5201 Terner Way
San Jose CA 95136

408.376.1243
t.k_electric@yahoo.com

THE SHAPE OF YOUR EYEBROW
CAN CHANGE HOW YOUR FACE
LOOKS AND ENHANCE YOUR

APPEARANCE.

NOW OFFERING MICROBLADING AT 25% OFF*
MICROBLADING IS NOT JUST A SIMPLE SKILL. FOR THE BEST RESULTS THAT SUITS YOUR
FACE, YOU NEED SOMEONE WHO IS FAMILIAR WITH EYEBROW DESIGN AND CAN SHAPE
YOUR EYEBROWS TO THE BEST OF YOUR LIKING AND IN THE MOST NATURAL SHAPE. FOR
MORE INFORMATION CALL US OR STOP BY. I WILL BE HAPPY TO CONSULT WITH YOU
REGARDING YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS.

MON-TUES 10AM-7PM | WED-FRI 10AM-6PM | SAT 10AM-3PM | SUN 11AM – 5PM

465 BIRD AVENUE, SAN JOSE | 408.606.8989 | MAHINBEAUTY.COM
*OFFER EXPIRES OCT 31, 2018

Dine In, Pick Up, Doordash Delivery
and Phone Orders Available!

408.297.1100
Haweeton manteeyane!
At the Crepevine, we take great pride in providing the freshest, healthiest ingredients we
can buy, such as organic, fair-trade coffee, cage-free farm eggs fed only wheat and corn,
ocean raised Canadian salmon, and 100% natural beef that has never been given any
antibiotics or hormones. Most of our fruits and vegetables are purchased from local
farmers and growers and we use 100% Grade A pure maple syrup. All of our dressings
and sauces are made from scratch in our own kitchen, including our pancake mix.

1100 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 180 | San Jose, CA 95125 | www.crepevine.com

Designers Corner
- Exclusive Ladies Fashion -

Mother of the Bride
Gowns & Dresses
Cruise Wear
Business Suits
Sports Wear
831 S. Winchester Blvd. San Jose CA

408.243.6322
www.designerscorner.com
Tuesday - Saturday
10:30am – 5:00pm

CUSTOMIZED FAVOR BOXES, FAVOR BAGS, BASKETS AND
GIFT BOXES FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS
MARY YADEGAR | 408.888.6436 | LUXEFAVORS.COM

BRIAN E. STEINHOFF, D.D.S., M.S.D., INC.
“DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN ORTHODONTICS”

BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL
26TH ASSYRIAN FOOD FESTIVAL!
6531 CROWN BLVD. SUITE 5
SAN JOSE, CA 95120
408.268.4422

JACKIE SIMONPOUR
Absolute Perfection
jsimonpour@yahoo.com

408.655.6185
560 S. Murphy Ave
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Specializing in
unique bows and custom printing

Shop on Etsy @ BowsssEtc
Nobella Baba
Founder & Designer

BowsssEtc@gmail.com

THE BEST CHOICE OF CUSTOM CAKES

A Sailor Went to Sea & Bobby the Bee
Books and Audio Story
Available Now on Amazon & iTunes
100% of Proceeds go to
ACERO & The Shlama Foundation

Romina

408.824.2827
www.jarmenscake.com

1169 REDMOND AVENUE
SAN JOSE 95120

Atourina Rosh, L.E.

408.997.7201

2858 stevens creek blvd #206
san jose, ca, 95128

408.613.5599
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-9PM
SUNDAY 4PM-8PM

www.roshelectrologycenter.com
roshelectrologycenter@gmail.com
only FDA approved method of permanent hair removal.

flexible evening or weekend hours available
SPECIAL: BUY 1 DINNER, GET 2ND FOR ½ OFF

**appointments via text or email only please

Best Wishes for a Successful
26th Annual Assyrian Food Festival

The Hina Family

Our Family

A Circle of Strength, Founded on Faith,
Joined in Love and Kept by God.
Demeil, Shamiram, Ashur, Ashurina & Ashuraya Betoushana

Walter Mansour
Congratulations on Your Achievement
“Father of the Year 2018”

Hannibal, Arbella & Family
Ramil, Edessa & Family
Wilbert, Belona & Family

My Precious Grandchildren,
Savannah, Mia & Austin

I love you very much and I wish you a very happy and
healthy life. May God bless you and your parents.
Your Nana, Lili Ovrahim

Noah Broneil

You have brought so much joy and happiness into our lives.
We love you very much!
Love, Mama and Bapa

Lenard & Atourina
Celebrating 35 Years of Marriage

Congratulations on your 35th wedding anniversary,
Mom and Dad! We love you very much and wish you
a lifetime of love, happiness and health.
Sherbi Badal & Tania Daniel

Eilbret & Alex

Congratulations on your engagement.
Love,
Mom & Dad

Ashor & Adessa
11/11/17

Best wishes on this wonderful journey,
as you build your new lives together.
With Love,
Sh. Peter, Sharokina, David & Eden

Emanoel Avrahem
Graduated Cum Laude
Bachelor of Science Business Administration in Finance & Minor in Economics

As you began your journey to build a bright future for yourself, we had full faith in your ability
to capture your dreams and make them a reality. We proudly witnessed your evolution from a
young determined boy to a self-made man whose high tenacity made it possible to pursue his
dreams and build a solid road to a successful future. As you have grown into a loving son, a
caring brother and a devoted friend, we are evermore grateful for all the joy and happiness
you have brought to our lives.
At this point in your life, our message to you is to continue carrying your torch and to be proud
of who you are as we are most certainly proud of who you have become. Love you
unconditionally!

Dad & Mom

Raman Nazari
UCSF School of Dentistry

“But as for you, be strong and do not give up,
for your work will be rewarded” Chronicles 4:10

Congratulations on all of your hard work
and success, we are so proud of you!
Love Always,
Shanitte, Mom, Dad, Haleen, Meeshka & Family

Natasha Marie Estensen
8th Grade Graduation – Promoting on to High School

Celebrating the 26th Annual Assyrian Food Festival with
our daughters accomplishments… Keeping her grades up
all her years at middle school and being honored by the
Golden Book Signing. Great job Natasha! May the Lord
continue to bless you in all your endeavors!
All our love,
Dad (Marc), Mom (Elizabeth) and Rachel

Nicholas Zia Hammond
Congratulations Class of 2018!

We are proud of your achievements!
May God continue to bless you in all that you do.
Love,
Dad, Mom and Natalia

Tyler Gewargis Naumann
Granada Highschool 2018

“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Congratulations on your outstanding achievements
throughout your High School career. We love you
sweetheart and know that with our Lord’s help, you
will do amazing things to bring Him honor and glory.
Dad & Mom

Mariam Nissan

To my dearest daughter, congratulations on your great
achievement. I am so proud of your accomplishments but
more importantly, the person you have become. I wish
you all the success and happiness the world has to offer.
Love, Mom

Alexander Simonpour

Congratulations on graduating from San Jose State
University with Bachelors of Science in
Business Management.
We love you very much!
Jack, Jackie & Analeese Simonpour

Banipal Jacob Yaro

We are very proud of the young man you have become.
Can’t wait to explore this journey with you.
We love you very much, our gentle giant.
Ashour, Barsin & David Yaro

Christian & George Zaia
Congratulations on your 2018 Graduation

Always remember you are braver than you believe,
stronger than you seem, smarter than you think and
loved more than you know!

Christian Zaia, good luck at USF. We are beyond
proud of you. May all your dreams come true!
Love, Mom & Dad

Christian & George Zaia
2018 Graduation

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law
my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or
to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do
not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:7-9
With Love,
Nana Daisy & Grandpa George

Joseph Youkhanna
Congratulations on your 8th Grade Graduation

We are so proud of you as you graduated 8th grade. The
next chapter of your life will have you build memories
that will last a lifetime. We can’t wait to see what the next
four years bring you. Continue to be the best you can and
follow your dreams. We love you to eternity!
Love,
Mom, Dad, Daniel & Mariam

In Loving Member of
Our Beloved Mother & Wife

Romina Benjamin

Good Friday 2013 – San Jose, CA

Believing in her faith, she is resting in peace.
From her immediate family,
Andrew, Allen & Homer Benjamin

In Loving Memory of
Jack & Mary Bookie

Marilynn, Evy, Kathy & Renee

In Loving Memory of
My Father Nelson Chamaky

Death changes everything. Time changes nothing. Not a day
passes by Baba, that you don’t cross my mind. I miss the
sound of your voice, the wisdom in your advice, your beautiful
smile and just being in your presence. In my heart, there is a
place that only you can hold, filled with priceless loving
memories. I know you still hear me Baba, so please know this
is true: when you earned your wings, you took a part of me
with you. So no, time changes nothing and I miss you as much
today as I did the day you left.
Nahrin Khoshabian

In Memory of Our Friend,
the Assyrian Soccer Legend
Gola Youhana
Passed on June 28, 2018

May God bless his soul.
The Assyrian Stars Athletic Organization of Tehran-Iran and
The Assyrian Soccer Players of California

In Loving Memory of
Shakar Youkhana

You left us peaceful memories. Your love is still our guide.
Although we cannot see you, you are always at our side.

George Zaia & Family
Anna Peera & Family

In Loving Memory of a
Husband, Father & Grandpa
Danyal Reyhaneh Sangar

The Assyrian Church of the East – Assyrian Food Festival Committee would like to remember and thank Danyal for
all of his hard work, dedication and commitment to the Assyrian Food Festival year after year. He is greatly missed.

In Loving Memory of
Obrita Yokhaneh

“Dear Obrita, It seems that today is your birthday. Happy birthday
to you and I know that you are celebrating it with angels. I have
heard about your faith and your moral values, so this pushed me to
say that now you are celebrating the very and true meaning of life in
heaven with all of the chosen people gathered in the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Happy Birthday.” - Mar Poulous

Yokhaneh, Benyamin & Maiel Families

In Loving Memory of
Obrita Yokhaneh

Mar Zaia, Urmia-Iran

The tree has been planted in memory of Obrita at
Mar Zaia Church in Urmia, Iran. May her memory live on.

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.” John 10: 2730
Yokhaneh, Benyamin & Maiel Families

Our Beloved

Saint Mar Gewargis

May the blessings of Mar Gewargis bless our nation.

Kelli Khoshaba

Church of Mar Gewargis
Tehran, Iran

The pillar of our family.
Ashurbella Betoushana Lazar

In Loving Memory of Our
Parents, Brother & Sister
Eshoo & Zaripha Badoo
Polis Badoo
Sophia Davido

The Church of Mar Bisho
Village of Ghala, Urmia - Iran

Nazlo & Souria

In Loving Memory of
My Father
Victor Badal

An amazing father, grandfather, brother, friend and
crusader for everything Assyrian. You are truly
missed by those in your life and those that did not
have the honor to meet you.
Sargon Badal

Cancer Awareness

Protect Your Loved Ones by Protecting Yourself
Early Detection is the Best Cure

Cover Art – “Nineveh”
Painted by Paul Batou
Paul Batou, a native Iraqi artist,
received a degree in pharmacy
in 1982 from the University of
Baghdad. While in school,
Batou worked and was inspired
by many teachers and artists
studying at the University.
In 1980, he had his first art
show in Baghdad. During his
years spent in Baghdad, Paul
Batou placed his art in several
galleries, learned to play the
guitar, and was forced into
service for the Iraq-Iran war as
a medic. In 1989, he left Iraq
with his family and moved to
Los Angeles.
Batou continues to create art
and write poems that inspire all
those close to him, while
residing in US.
Paul Batou has dedicated his time to painting beautiful Assyrian art. In the painting of
Nineveh, the woman is wearing a dress with Assyrian writing and holding an Assyrian
flag. She is standing in front of an Assyrian army of men which can be seen in reliefs
found in museums around the world. To learn more about the Assyrians, turn to
page 12 for an expert published by the British Museum.

Shlama Magazine Credits
Special thanks to Medius Corporation for printing the Shlama Magazine
Sharokina Kiryakos: Gained business advertisements and personal dedication pages
Sherbi Daniel-Badal: Created and designed the Shlama Magazine

Robert Oushalem
Attorney at Law
333 W. Santa Clara Street Suite 930
San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 297-0700
oushlaw@gmail.com

My law office has provided legal services to
our community since 1980. We offer a large
array of services that comes with our
unparalleled first rate service!
I have been legal counsel to the Church of the
East – Diocese of California as well as for the
late Patriarch His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV. In
addition, I have been a Court Appointed
Arbitrator by the Superior Court in Santa Clara
County since 1989 and also appeared as a
Small Claims Judge for the past seven years.
My office represents individuals who are injured in automobile accidents and dog
attacks. We also create corporations as well as Limited Liability Companies for
small businesses.
Seeing how a proper Estate Plan is essential for any family with a home and young
children, we also provide estate planning services such as: Living Trusts, Wills,
Advance Health Care Directives and Power of Attorney.
With over 35 years of experience, our office is still very much passionate about
being committed to providing the best legal services to all of my clients included
our beloved Assyrian Community!

